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alloy steels, can be easily spherodised, and the
ductility of the steel increased (62).
Even impurities such as ferric oxide can be
forced into globules and so made much less
detrimental.
Many applications of the process might be
also found in other alloys.
VI, THE DAMASCENE PROCESS
One of the most, if not the most, fascinating
instance of the process of spherodisation is the
Damascene process.
The famous Indian steel, or wootz, was manu-
factured by that process from the earliest days,
and found its way not only to Damascus, whence
its name, but to all the neighbouring lands
like Persia, Greece, and Rome. The Romans
appreciated this steel very much, and so did
Alexander the Great. During the Middle Ages
this steel appeared in Russia, under its Persian
name of " poulad," and in Western Europe,
through Damascus, as Damascene steel (62).
The eighteenth-century travellers like Taver-
nier and Chardin were emphatic about it.
Reaumur received some specimens from Cairo,
but could find nobody in Paris to forge them.
Some specimens were brought to this country
by Dr. Pearson and presented to the Royal
Society (63). Faraday took a keen interest in